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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 05048 051103Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-OO OES-07 EPAE-00 SSO-OO H-02 
EB-08 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 INRE-00 SS-15 NSCE-00 
SP-02 CEQ-01 /069W 

121056 051106Z/14 

0 051056Z APR 78 

FM USMISSION GENEVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7976 

UNCLAS GENEVA 05048 

DEPT FOR D/LOS. PLEASE PASS EPA/BLUM. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PLOS 

SUBJECT: LETTER TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

1 . THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF MARCH 15, 1978 IN WHICH 
YOU EXPRESS CONCERN REGARDING VARIOUS ARTICLES IN THE 
INFORMAL COMPOSITE NEGOTIATING TEXT (ICNT) WHICH RAISE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. 

2. AS YOU ARE PROBABLY AWARE, I HAVE DECIDED THAT OUR 
DELEGATION SHOULD MAKE A CONCERTED EFFORT TO IMPROVE PRO- 
VISIONS OF THE ICNT DEALING WITH PROTECTION OF THE MARINE 
ENVIRONMENT AND MARINE LIFE. I HAVE CREATED ON THE DELE- 
GATION AN ENVIRONMENTAL TASK FORCE CHAIRED BY PROFESSOR 
BERNARD OXMAN, VICE CHAIRMAN OF OUR DELEGATION, TO REVIEW 
THE ICNT AND ALL PROPOSALS FOR ITS IMPROVEMENT, INCLUDING 
PARTICULARLY THOSE SET FORTH IN YOUR LETTER. 

3. IN ADDITION TO AGENCIES REPRESENTED ON THE DELEGATION. 

1 HAVE SOUGHT THE PARTICIPATION OF INTERESTED CONGRESSIONAL 
STAFFS. MR. LEON BILLINGS, SENATOR MUSKIE'S ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT, HAS JOINED US IN GENEVA AND IS ACTIVELY PAR- 
TICIPATING IN THE DISCUSSIONS OF THE TASK FORCE. 
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4. WE ARE ALSO SYSTEMATICALLY UNDERTAKING INFORMAL CONSUL- 
TATIONS WITH OTHER DELEGATIONS, PRINCIPALLY THOSE LIKELY TO 
BE SYMPATHETIC TO OUR APPROACH. WHILE ANY CHANGES IN THE 
ICNT WILL BE DIFFICULT TO ACCOMPLISH AT THIS LATE STAGE IN 
THE CONFERENCE, I AM NONETHELESS HOPEFUL THAT IMPROVEMENTS 
CAN BE OBTAINED. 
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5. MR. OXMAN WILL REPORT TO ME BEFORE THE END OF THE WEEK 
THE RESULTS OF THE TASK FORCE DELIBERATIONS AND THE CON- 
SULTATIONS WITH OTHER DELEGATIONS. I SHALL ENDEAVOR, 
THROUGH DELEGATION REPORTING CABLES, TO KEEP YOU INFORMED 
OF OUR EFFORTS AND THEIR RESULTS. WITH BEST PERSONAL 
REGARDS. SINCERELY, RICHARDSON 
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